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Professor’s Contact Information 

Alberto Esquinca, Ph.D.            Office hrs.: Tue 4:00 pm to 5:30 pm 
Associate Professor                 Office: EDUC 805 
Bilingual Education/Literacy/Biliteracy                        Office ph.:(915) 747-6426 
aesquinca@utep.edu                     https://twitter.com/aesquincam 
  
 
This seminar, intended for students in the first year of the doctoral program, Teaching, Learning, and 
Culture, is designed to introduce students to educational research. Drawing on multiple research 
traditions, the course examines the major phases of research, including the conception of a research 
project, the design of a study, data collection, data analysis, interpretation, and reporting. Lectures, 
demonstrations, discussions, hands-on work with software and data, and readings will be the main class 
activities. 	  Students with prior introduction to quantitative and/or qualitative research methods will be 
able to practice more advanced skills. 

PURPOSE OF THE COURSE 

The overall purpose of this course is to enable students to develop and apply basic knowledge, skills, and 
dispositions that are critical elements of high quality educational research.  Course procedures are 
designed to engage all participants in building a supportive and collaborative learning community for 
inquiry, exploration, critique, and action. 

COURSE GOALS 

TED 6396 is intended to provide a broad foundation that can serve as the platform for more specialized 
study in research methodology. It is the first course of a doctoral-level sequence of required research 
courses in the TLC Program at UTEP. This introductory course in educational research for doctoral 
students is designed (1) to help educational scholars develop competence and confidence as critical 
consumers of educational research, and as future contributors to the research literature, (2) to demystify 
research processes, (3) to establish a learning environment where educational scholars define and pursue 
research issues of personal/professional interests, and (4) to provide structure, information, and a 
conceptual base that will support doctoral students in developing a plan for accomplishing their research 
goals. 

This course is intended to help all participants develop in the following areas: 
•  Ontological, Epistemological, and Methodological Commitments. Our research is 
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grounded in our notions of what it means to “know”	  and how we come to “know.”	  There are 
many paradigms of knowledge creation. In this course, you are encouraged to develop more 
robust understandings and more informed approaches to issues related to these important 
foundational considerations. 

•  Ethics. Participants as researchers in the field will develop an informed commitment to 
acting on principles of responsible conduct as they relate to issues of research participants, the 
role of the researcher, academic integrity, privacy, confidentiality, copyright, acceptable data 
collection, storage, and policies specific to research in educational settings/contexts. 

•  Written Expression. It is the responsibility of the researcher to publish significant findings so 
that those who come after us may benefit from our work just as we benefit from the work of those 
before us. Communication in the form of writing is very important and, as researchers, we should 
strive continuously to improve our writing and hold ourselves to the highest standards in 
polishing our writing skills that are expressive, creative, persuasive, and accurate. 

•  Professionalism. This course will focus on learning/doing research as members of a professional 
community. Networking with experts and novices in the field, formulating goals, strategies and 
empowerment trajectories will be a focus throughout the course. 

•  Knowledge of the Field. In this course, we will explore the philosophies, methods, practices, and 
norms in quantitative, qualitative, and mixed methods approaches to research. Our familiarity 
with these diverse approaches will inform our research as we seek to connect practice with 
theory, integrate appropriate methodologies into our own research proposals, and in other ways 
contribute to the field. 

 
REQUIRED TEXTBOOKS 

 
The following required texts for this course are available for purchase at the UTEP Bookstore:   
There will also be required readings from additional texts. Additional assigned readings will be made 
available to you through the TED 6396 Blackboard page.  Further information will be provided in class. 
 
1. Babbie, E. (2011). The basics of social research, 6th edition. Wadsworth Publishers: Belmont, CA.  
2. Research methods and methodologies in education. James Arthur, Michael Waring, Robert Coe & 

Larry Hedges (Eds.) 
3. Anyon, J. (2008). Theory and educational research: Toward critical social explanation. New York: 

Routledge. 
4. Galvan, J. (2012). Writing literature reviews: A guide for students of the social and behavioral 

sciences. Fifth edition. Pyrczak: Los Angeles, CA. 
5. Additional readings to be posted online. 
• Willig, C. (2001). “From recipes to adventures.” Chapter 1 in Introducing qualitative research in 

psychology: Adventures in theory and method. Philadelphia, PA: Open University Press, 1-14.  
• Shulman, L. S. (1988/1997). Complementary methods for research in education. Washington, D.C.: 

American Educational Research Association. 
• Northcote, M. T. (2012). Selecting criteria to evaluate qualitative research. Education Papers and Journal 

Articles.  Retrieved from http://research.avondale.edu.au/edu_papers/38 
6. Suggested, but not required: 
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• American Psychological Association. (2014). Publication manual of the American Psychological 
Association, 6th edition. Washington, D.C.: APA. 

 
STUDENT LEARNING OUTCOMES 

 
This course is designed to provide opportunities for developing familiarity with theories, issues, and 
problems in education research. Students will:    
 
• Become familiar with the vocabulary, design, and sources of research in education.  
• Distinguish qualitative from quantitative research approaches in terms of fundamental assumptions 

about the nature of reality and method. 
• Define, give the significance of, and use key concepts in research ethics (particularly but    not 

exclusively research with human subjects) as they apply to research design. 
• Identify, state, and describe a researchable problem in the field of education.  
• Identify and describe the major steps in conducting research.  
• Identify and describe the major characteristics of each of the major methods of conducting research.  
• Choose appropriately, and describe in detail sufficient to justify to a non-specialist, a research design 

for a specific research project. 
• Select examples from the literature of each of the major methods of conducting research. 
• Become familiar with resources at UTEP and in the COE to support your research goals 
• Network with TED faculty members and students in diverse areas of research specialization 
 

COURSE EXPECTATIONS  
 

(1) Attend class and participate in all group and individual activities.                          
(2) Maximize your learning as well as the learning of others by providing ideas, respect, support, 
encouragement, constructive feedback, thoughtful inquiry, and relevant resources. 
(3) Complete all learning tasks/assignments on time. Contact me before the due date if difficulties arise. 
(4) Talk with me about your personal learning needs (e.g., language issues, disabilities, chronic health 
issues, conditions that may interfere with your learning) so that we can take action for success.  
Accommodations and/or support services can be arranged through the UTEP Center for Accommodation 
and Support Services (CASS). 
(5) Talk with me immediately about emergency or extraordinary situations (e.g., severe illness, surgery, 
once-in-a-lifetime opportunity/event) so that we successfully can problem solve. 
 

COURSE ASSIGNMENTS 
(1) Study Critiques 
(2) Research panel 
(3) Final paper  
(4) Poster presentation of your final paper  
(5) Professionalization activities 

a. Journal: A semester in the life of a doctoral student. 
b. AERA membership activity. 
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c. Professional organization activity.  
d. Interview of advisor.  
e. Conference proposal Submission.  
f. Research Labs activity. 

 
EVALUATION 

This class is designated as a seminar course. Only grades of Satisfactory (S) and 
Unsatisfactory (U) will be given.	  

 

GRADE CALCULATION (by Course Assignment) 

Assignment % 

Study Critiques (paper and presentation) 20 

Professionalization activities 30 

Research Panel (paper and presentation) 15 

Poster presentation 5 

Final paper  30 

Total  100 
 

NOTA BENE 
 

The professor reserves the right to adjust the course syllabus or change assignments as needed. Advance 
notice will be given to students prior to any changes. Remember that our course syllabus and class 
schedule are living documents and can be changed. 

POLICIES AND RULES 

 
I sincerely want you to be successful in this course. Please remember that class functionality, assignments 
and activities rely heavily on your full understanding of expectations. You are also responsible for doing 
all the work and carefully reading the online assignments every week. Please check email, course 
announcements and Discussion Board at least 3 non-consecutive days each week to stay informed of any 
changes in course content, and deadlines. 

Students violating systematically these requirements disrupt the class; therefore I reserve the  right to drop 
any student from the class who will not follow these requirements after the first two weeks of classes.  If a 
student sends inappropriate messages, or disrupts the class in any other way, I reserve the right to drop 
such a student from the class immediately. 

Class participation. You are expected to attend class and participate in discussions and activities. This is 
a face-to-face course, with web-enhancements, and therefore your attendance during the time assigned for 
face-to-face meetings is important.   
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Workload Policy.  The class is a 3 credit doctoral level course.  There should be at least 3 contact hours 
per week with a minimum of 6 additional hours of work outside of class per week for the student to 
receive an average grade in the course.  Assignments of some readings may be easily finished within a 
couple of hours; however, the application of the information to your final class project increases in 
difficulty and the time burden in tackling some of the assigned exercises increases accordingly.  Please 
make appropriate adjustments! 

Course Preparation.  Students are expected to come prepared for each class meeting.  The student is 
expected to 1) read the assigned materials and 2) complete all class and homework assignments. 

Attendance.  Due to the nature of the course and amount of material to be covered, attendance is 
mandatory, and will greatly influence your overall grade performance in the course.  Please inform the 
instructor of any impending absence in advance.  Class attendance plays an important role in expressing 
your commitment and professionalism and it is a critical factor in your successful completion of the 
course.  Two or more unexcused absences will result in points deducted from the final score. Civility in 
the classroom. Students are expected to assist in maintaining a classroom environment that is conducive 
to learning.  In order to assure that all students have an opportunity to gain the most from time spent in 
class, unless otherwise approved by the instructor; students are prohibited from using cellular phones or 
beepers, eating or drinking in class, making offensive remarks, internet surfing (those with laptops), 
reading newspapers, sleeping or engaging in any other form of distraction. Ad hominem remarks or 
disparaging comments about gender, ethnicity, religion, and etcetera will not be tolerated. Inappropriate 
behavior or language in the classroom (including the Blackboard online component) shall result in, 
minimally, a request to leave the class. 

Americans with Disabilities Act. The university is committed to the principle that in no aspect of its 
programs shall there be differences in the treatment of persons because of race, creed, national origin, age, 
sex, or disability, and that equal opportunity and access to facilities shall be available to all.  If you 
require special accommodations in order to participate, please contact me as soon as possible for 
necessary accommodations.   The student should present appropriate verification from the UTEP CASS 
Office (Center for Accommodations and Support Services).  No requirement exists that accommodation 
be made prior to completion of this approved university process.   
 
Help with Writing. The University Writing Center (UWC) –	  Library Building, Rm. 227, 747-5112) 
provides walk-in assistance with writing to all UTEP students at no cost.   If you need assistance with 
writing, the tutors at the UWC can help you.  Check the website for more information:   
http://acacdemics.utep.edu/writingcenter 
 
Honor Code.  I take the standards of professional ethics seriously, and I expect all members of the 
academic community to do the same. Any form of cheating or plagiarism will result in the receipt of a 
failing grade for this course. Any paper or class assignment you submit for this class must not have been 
submitted for any other class.  Resubmission of any paper in this class will result in an "F" grade for that 
paper. No written work may be submitted for academic credit more than once. If you have any questions 
about how this may apply to a paper you are preparing to submit for this class, please ask.  You may work 
in teams but the work that is turned in for credit is entirely the fruit of your effort and time expenditure. 
Any student found guilty of academic misconduct shall be subject to disciplinary action as per university 
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policies. Academic misconduct includes but is not limited to: a) cheating or knowingly assisting another 
student in committing an act of cheating or other forms of academic dishonesty, and b) plagiarism, which 
includes but is not necessarily limited to, submitting reports, undocumented quotations, computer-
processed materials, or other material as one’s own work when such work has been prepared by or copied 
from another person.  Your papers will be scanned using plagiarism detection software and you may be 
asked to submit plagiarism scanning reports before your submitting them to me.  
 
Collegiality.  Please be courteous to your classmates and instructor at all times; 1) I reserve the right to 
change procedures, readings and topics as necessary, with ample warning; 2) If you must miss more than 
two class meetings, I advise that you take the course at some other time; 3) Class attendance is expected 
and strongly encouraged.  Contact instructor if you have to be absent.  

 
SCHEDULE 

Week	  
(Date)	  

Topics	   Readings to do before 
class	  

Assignments after class	  

Part One: Human Inquiry and Intro to Educational Research	  
1 
(8/25)	  

Introductions; 
Introduction to 
the Ph.D. in TLC 

• Shulman: Disciplines 
of inquiry 

• Willig: From recipes to 
adventures 

• Journal entry #1: Why the Ph.D.? 
• Sign up for Research panel 
• Sign up for topics (study critique) 

2 (9/1)	    Theory	   •  Anyon: Introd. 
•  Babbie: Ch 1 
•  AWC&H: Ch 2 
• TLC Handbook 
• Grad School Handbook 

• Journal entry #2 
• Panel preparation 

3 (9/8)	    Paradigms	   •  Babbie: Ch 2 
•  AWC&H: Ch 3 
• Anyon, Ch 1 

• Journal entry #3: Where do you stand? 
• Panel preparation 

Part Two: Ethics, Conceptualization, and Measurement	  
4 
(9/15)	  

Ethics and Designs of 	  
Research	  

•  Babbie: Ch 3 
•  Babbie: Ch 4 
•  AWC&H: Ch 4 
•  AWC&H: Ch 5 
•  Ethics module 

• Journal entry #4 
• Panel preparation 

5 
(9/22)	  

Conceptualization and 
Operationalization; 
Validity	  

• Babbie: Ch 5 
•  Anyon: Ch 2 
• Northcote: Criteria to 
evaluate 
• Students’	  articles 

• Journal entry #5 
• Panel preparation 
• Finish preparing for research lab report 

6 
(9/29)	  

The Ethics and Politics of 
Social Research	  
	  

•  AWC&H: Ch 6 
• Anyon: Ch 3 
• Anyon: Ch 5 
• Students’	  articles 

• Journal entry #6  
• Panel preparation 
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7 
(10/6)	  

Sampling	   • Babbie, Ch 6 
• Babbie: Ch 7 
• Anyon: Ch 6 
• Students’	  articles 

• Journal entry #7 
• Panel preparation 
• Conduct preliminary research for final 

paper 
Part Three:  Observation and Modes of Data Collection	  
8 
(10/13)	  

Panel presentations	   • Journal entry #8 
• Select a topic for final 

9 	  
(10/20)	  

  
 
Measurement	  

• Babbie: Ch 8 
• Babbie: Ch 9 

• Journal entry #9 
• Make an appointment to meet to discuss 

final 
• Begin gathering literature for final 
• Prepare to present your advisor next 

week. 
10	  
(10/27)	  

Qualitative field Research • Babbie: Ch 10 
• Anyon: Ch 4 
•  Advisors roundtables 
• Students’	  articles 

• Journal entry #10 
• Appointments to prepare for final 
• Read literature for final 

11	  
(11/3)	  

Survey Research	   • Babbie: Ch 9 
• Anyon: Ch 6 
• Students’	  articles 

• Journal entry #11 
• Read literature for final 
• Write first draft of final 

12	  
(11/10)	  

Unobtrusive Research	  
 	  

• Babbie: Ch 11 
• Anyon, epilogue 
• Students’	  articles 

• OPTIONAL draft due for final paper 

Final Presentations	  
13	  
(11/17)	  

Reading and Writing 
Research	  

• Babbie: 	  Ch 15 
• Galván (2009) 
• Students’	  articles 

• Continue working on final paper 

14	  
(11/24)	  

Poster presentations	   • Continue working on final paper 

15 
(12/1)	  

Final paper due	  

 

DESCRIPTION OF ASSIGNMENTS AND THEIR EVALUATION 

Study Critique  
Purpose 
Educational research encompasses a wide variety of research designs, tools and methods. In order to 
familiarize yourself with this variety, it is crucial to read, analyze and critique original research articles. 
These may be published preferably in research articles, but may also include books, or dissertations. 
Procedure 
First, choose a design, tool or method from the available list. Be aware that you may not get your first 
choice, so have at least three options ready. Next, conduct original research which employs that design, 
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tool or method. Find between 2 and 4 recent (10 years maximum) articles which employ it. Make your 
articles available to the class a week before your presentation by posting them on Dropbox.  
Presentation 
Present your critique in class— follow the following guidelines. Your 20-minute presentation should 
include a) an overview of the tool or method you chose (drawing on AWC&H), b) a very brief summary 
of the articles you read and c) a detailed analysis and critique of the articles. Refer to AWC&H to 
construct your critique.  
Paper 
The day you present you will also submit a five-page summary and analysis. This paper will be submitted 
via Bb. The structure of the paper will include the same three sections as your presentation.  
 

 In development Adequate Advanced Masterful % 

Quality of 
sources 

Chooses no peer-
reviewed articles in 
education or an 
allied field 

Chooses one peer-
reviewed article in 
education or an 
allied field 

Chooses mostly peer-
reviewed articles in 
education or an allied 
field 

Chooses only 
peer-reviewed 
articles in 
education or an 
allied field 

15 

Clarity Presenter leaves too 
much room for 
ambiguity and it is 
not clear what the 
topic is. 

Presenter ample 
little room for 
ambiguity but it is 
mostly clear what 
the topic is. 

Presenter leaves little 
room for ambiguity and 
it is clear what the topic 
is. 

Presenter leaves 
no room for 
ambiguity and it 
is clear what the 
topic is. 

10 

Completeness Critiques less than three articles. Critiques three articles. 10 

Analysis Provides an 
analysis, but criteria 
are not appropriate. 

Provides an 
adequate analysis, 
but criteria may be 
questionable. 

Provides a coherent 
analysis based on 
appropriate criteria. 

Provides an 
insightful 
analysis based on 
appropriate 
criteria. 

30 

Interactivity Presentation is 
mostly monologic. 

Presentation leaves 
some room for 
students’ 
questions. 

Audience gets to 
participate in the 
presentation to a 
degree. 

Audience gets to 
participate in the 
presentation. 

10 

Outline/ 
handout 

Handout presents 
critiqued articles 
references, poor 
summary and 
critique of each. 

Handout presents 
critiqued articles 
references, 
adequate summary 
and critique of 
each. 

Handout presents 
critiqued articles 
references, summary 
and critique of each. 

Handout presents 
a critiqued 
articles 
references, and 
outstanding 
summary and 
critique of each. 

10 
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Paper Paper is generally 
written, but  style 
may not be 
adequate. 
At  developmental 
level for a doctoral 
student. 

Paper is generally 
clearly written, 
with an 
appropriate style. 
Adequate for a 
doctoral student. 

Paper is clearly written, 
with an appropriate 
style. Advanced for a 
doctoral student. 

Paper is clearly 
written, with an 
appropriate style. 
Masterful for a 
doctoral student. 

15 

 
Research Panel Presentation  

 
Purpose  
There is a wide spectrum of topics in education. A panel or symposium is a way to get a snapshot of the 
variety of topics currently being researched. You will organize in interest groups a panel presentation on a 
topic. A panel should have 4-6 members. The panel will present diverse views on the topic, e.g., open 
college admission. Note that this panel could form the basis of your conference proposal.  
Procedure  
Choose a panel topic.  The National Academy of Education publications are examples of high-quality 
education research produced by a panel of experts in educational research. See some of their publications 
at their website (http://www.naeducation.org). Also, the Institute of Education Sciences funds research 
and publishes reports on educational research. Familiarize yourself with the research agendas they fund 
(http://ies.ed.gov). These are two examples of places you can look for ideas, and they are, by no means, 
exhaustive.   
Research the topic. What is the latest research on this topic? Compile 20-25 recent, high-quality research 
articles on the topic. Represent the variety of methodological approaches to the study of your topic. In 
addition, be cognizant of the variety of points of view around your topic.  
Divide the work among members. You will need a spokesperson, a main writer, a timekeeper and an 
editor. The spokesperson takes the lead in the presentation—like a master of ceremonies would. She will 
present the panel, establish objectives, guide and direct questions and verity that the objectives were met. 
The main writer compiles the pieces of the paper and drafts versions of the paper. The timekeeper makes 
sure that all work is being done on time and helps with whatever tasks need to be accomplished so that the 
team gets back on track. The editor proofreads each section of the paper as well as the final paper.  
Present your panel. You will have 45-60 minutes to present your panel. You will be asked to stop after 
one hour. During that time you will a) present objectives and guiding questions, b) give an overview of 
your research, allowing equal time for all members of the panel, c) revisit your presentation objectives, d) 
allow a minimum of 10-15 times for questions and discussion.  
Research paper  
The paper should stand alone, rather than complement the presentation. It should focus on answering 
questions including the following. What is the topic? How has it been researched? What does the current 
literature state about the topic? What is the credibility of the research you reviewed?  
 
Panel Presentation 

	   In development	   Adequate	   Advanced	   Masterful	   %	  
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Analysis	   Provides an 
adequate analysis, 
but criteria are not 
appropriate.	  

Provides an 
adequate analysis, 
but criteria are 
questionable.	  

Provides a 
coherent analysis 
based on 
appropriate 
criteria.	  

Provides an 
insightful analysis 
based on appropriate 
criteria.	  

30	  

Clarity	   Presenters leave too 
much room for 
ambiguity and it is 
not clear what the 
topic is.	  

Presenters leave 
ample little room 
for ambiguity but it 
is mostly clear 
what the topic is.	  

Presenters little 
room for 
ambiguity and it 
is clear what the 
topic is.	  

Presenters leave no 
room for ambiguity 
and it is clear what 
the topic is.	  

20	  

Organization 
and 
teamwork	  

One presenter 
dominates the panel. 
Teamwork is not 
evident.	  

Not all presenters 
get to talk equally. 
Teamwork is 
somewhat evident.	  

Presenters get to 
talk more or less 
equally. 
Teamwork is 
somewhat 
evident.	  

Presenters get to talk 
more equally. 
Teamwork is 
evident.	  

25	  

Interactivity	   Presentation is 
mostly monologic.	  

Presentation leaves 
some room for 
students’	  questions.	  

Audience gets to 
participate in the 
presentation to a 
degree.	  

Audience gets to 
participate in the 
presentation.	  

25	  

Total	   	   	   	   	   100	  

 
Research Paper (Panel) 

	   In development	   Adequate	   Advanced	   %	  

Completeness	   Missing some 
required content.	  

Contains most of the required 
sections.	  

Contains all of the required 
sections.	  

25	  

Analysis	   Provides an 
adequate analysis, 
but criteria are not 
appropriate.	  

Provides an adequate analysis, 
but criteria are questionable.	  

Provides a coherent 
analysis based on 
appropriate criteria.	  

35	  

Clarity	   Presenters leave too 
much room for 
ambiguity and it is 
not clear what the 
topic is.	  

Presenters leave ample little 
room for ambiguity but it is 
mostly clear what the topic is.	  

Presenters little room for 
ambiguity and it is clear 
what the topic is.	  

25	  
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	   In development	   Adequate	   Advanced	   %	  

Formatting 
and writing 
style	  

Not written in APA style.	   Written in APA style	   15	  

Total	   	   	   	   100	  

 
Professionalization activities 

 
• Journal: A semester in the life of a doctoral student. Write your reactions to topics, assignments, 

speakers, class discussions, readings or other relevant topics. This weekly journal is expected to be 
written in an informal style, and can be written in any language. Post these reflections weekly (by 
Monday night) on Blackboard. First topic: Why the Ph.D. in Teaching, Learning and Culture 
(TLC)? In your first journal, write a post in which you discuss why you decided to pursue the Ph.D., 
how this relates to your research interests, and career goals. In addition, in the second part of the 
essay, discuss how you concluded that TLC is the right program for you. 30% of the 
professionalization grade. 

• Become a member of American Education Research Association (AERA). AERA is the the 
comprehensive professional association in the field of education, covering a wide spectrum of 
educational issues. It is made up of 12 divisions, as well as a large number of affiliated SIGs (Special 
Interest Groups). You are required to become a member of AERA and join the division that is closest 
to you area of interest. Membership in AERA includes journal subscriptions. Membership is 
generally believed to be a must among education professors and researchers. Student membership is 
$40. You may be asked for the name of a referring professor, and you can give my name. Write a 
reflection about this experience in your journal. How does this experience contribute to your scholarly 
life? 8% of the professionalization grade. 

• Adopt a professional organization and journal. Education consists of many areas of specialization 
(e.g., higher education, teacher education, special education, educational psychology, counseling 
psychology, etc.) and subspecializations (e.g., administration, bilingual education, policy analysis, 
finance, etc.). Specializations in education are informed by the disciplines of sociology, history, 
economics, anthropology, psychology, and political science, among others. As a future scholar or 
scholar-practitioner it is important that you become familiar with the journals and the be active in the 
associations of your specialization as well as with the disciplinary associations and journals most 
closely related to your specialization. You are asked to join one of these organizations and to 
subscribe to at least one of their journals. You will be asked to share in class your experiences. It is 
highly recommended that you discuss this with your advisor. Write a reflection about this experience 
in your journal. How does this experience contribute to your scholarly life? 7% of the 
professionalization grade. 

• Informally interview your advisor. Make an appointment with your assigned (or chosen) advisor. 
Tell her/him what the purpose of the interview is ahead of time. Ask anything you’d like to know 
about her/ him, but make it a point to ask about her/ his research interests and current research 
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endeavors. You might want to ask what her life as a doctoral student was like, and what drew them to 
pursue a doctoral degree. You will present your advisor in class in a roundtable format on the 10th 
week. Write a reflection about this experience in your journal. How does this experience contribute to 
your scholarly life? 20% of the professionalization grade. 

• Submit a conference proposal. You will be required to submit a proposal for presentation at a 
professional meeting or conference. It is recommended that you discuss (and/or collaborate with) 
your advisor about this assignment. If you submitted a proposal in the beginning months of 2014, you 
can submit proof of submission for credit. Write a reflection about this experience in your journal. 
How does this experience contribute to your scholarly life? 30% of the professionalization grade. 

• Report on a research lab. You will gather information, visit and report on one of three research labs 
at COE. You will inform the class about the activities, resources and research opportunities for 
students during the 6th week of classes. This activity will be done in groups. Write a reflection about 
this experience in your journal. How does this experience contribute to your scholarly life? 5% of the 
professionalization grade. 

o The COE Educational Technology Research Lab (Dr. Daniel Tillman)  
o The COE Ethnography of Languages, Literacies, and Learning Lab (EL3) (Dr. Katherine 

Mortimer) 
o The COE Research & Evaluation Lab (Dr. Arturo Olivarez) 

 
Final paper 

 
Purpose 
Writing a literature review is a crucial activity for education researchers, as we must be able to situate our 
work within bodies of literature.  
Procedure 
For the complex task of writing a lit review use Galvan’s Writing literature reviews: A guide for students 
of the social and behavioral sciences (Third edition) as a guide. Below are small deadlines to guide you 
along the process. You will be asked to report on your progress.  
• Conduct preliminary research by the 7th week 
• Select a topic to research by the 8th week  
• Make an appointment with the professor by the 9th week 
• Gather literature by the 11th week 
• OPTIONAL: Present a draft by the 12th week 
• Present a poster by the 14th week 
• Final paper due 16th week 

Paper 
Write a 20-page, APA style empirical review of literature. Follow the format similar to published 
examples in journals such as American Educational Research Journal (AERJ), and AERA journal.  You 
must include a section on your method. Include 25-30 recently published peer-reviewed articles. 
 
Poster presentation 

  Needs improvement
  

Good  Excellent %	  
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  Needs improvement
  

Good  Excellent %	  

Poster  The visual representation 
of the topic, findings and 
method are not clear.  

The visual representation of 
the topic, findings and 
method are clear.  

The visual representation of 
the topic, findings and method 
are totally clear.  

35	  

Verbal 
presentatio
n 

Presenter’s verbal 
presentation is clear. 

Presenter’s verbal 
presentation is clear. 

Presenter’s verbal 
presentation is totally clear. 

20	  

Relation to 
the field of 
education 

Presenter establishes an 
unconvincing reason why 
the problem is worthy of 
study. 

Presenter establishes a 
convincing reason why the 
problem is worthy of study. 

Presenter establishes a very 
convincing reason why the 
problem is worthy of study. 

10	  

Methodolog
y 

It is not clear what method 
was used to conduct the 
review. 

Presenter followed a 
replicable method to conduct 
the review. More details are 
needed. 

Presenter followed a 
replicable method to conduct 
the review. 

10	  

Findings Statements of findings of 
trends don't make sense. It 
is not clear how the 
findings relate to one 
another. 

Statements of findings of 
trends make sense and, while 
related, are independent of 
one another.  

Statements of findings of 
trends make great sense and, 
while related, are independent 
of one another.  

10	  

Gaps Statement of the gap is not 
supported by evidence or 
theory.  

Statement of the gap is 
supported by evidence or 
theory. 

Statement of the gap is 
extremely well supported by 
evidence or theory.  

10	  

Scholarly 
contributio
n 

Review draws on a body 
of literature inappropriate 
to the topic. The number 
of references seems 
poorly suited to the topic.  

Review draws on a body of 
literature appropriate to the 
topic. The number of 
references is apparently 
suited to the topic.  

Review draws on a body of 
literature appropriate to the 
topic. The number of 
references is excellently 
suited to the topic.  

5	  

 
Final paper 

 

Criterion	   Masterful	   Skilled	   Adequate	   In development	   %	  

Understa
nding of 
Audience	  

The paper is directed 
toward scholars and/or 
professionals in the 
field of education.	  

The paper is 
generally directed 
toward scholars or 
professionals, but 
some material or 
aspects of tone/style 
are inappropriate for 
this audience.	  

The paper has a 
focused audience, but 
choice of material, 
tone, or style indicate 
an audience that are 
not scholars or 
professionals.	  

The paper does not 
have a focused 
audience.	  

5	  
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Criterion	   Masterful	   Skilled	   Adequate	   In development	   %	  

Foun-
dation of 
Knowled

ge	  

Paper demonstrates a 
professional command 
of the subject matter.	  

Paper demonstrates 
above average 
command of subject 
matter.	  

Paper demonstrates 
some general 
understanding of the 
subject matter.	  

Paper explains some 
concepts, but 
overlooks critical 
details. 	  

15	  

The scholarly 
conversation about the 
topic is analyzed and 
synthesized; paper 
shows how ideas are 
related.	  

Analysis, synthesis, 
or relationships 
among ideas are 
explored, but not as 
fully as they could 
be.	  

Analysis, synthesis, or 
relationships among 
ideas are only 
superficially explored.	  

Analysis, synthesis, 
or relationships 
among ideas are not 
provided.	  

Organi-
zation of 

Ideas	  

Introduction 
establishes the topic’s 
importance, identifies 
the research question 
or theme, and 
establishes a thesis.	  

Introduction is 
missing one of the 
elements discussed in 
the “Masterful”	  
column.	  

Introduction is 
missing two of the 
elements discussed in 
the “Masterful”	  
column.	  

Introduction does not 
establish importance, 
identify focus of the 
paper, or establish a 
thesis.	  

20	  

Major sections of body 
follow a logical 
sequence; organization 
within sections is 
logical and consistent.	  

Major sections of 
body generally 
follow a logical 
sequence; 
organization within 
sections is basically 
logical.	  

Body of paper is not 
structured in a logical 
sequence, or not all 
sections or paragraphs 
follow a logical order.	  

The logical structure 
of the body of the 
paper is unclear or 
relies only on simple 
narrative; 
organization between 
paragraphs is 
difficult to 
determine. 	  

Literature review 
provides a professional 
and comprehensive 
synthesis of a complex 
body of information.	  

Literature review 
provides fairly strong 
synthesis of 
information; a few 
sources may seem 
inappropriate or 
unrelated; some 
opportunities to 
connect ideas across 
sources are not taken.	  

Literature review 
provides little or 
inadequate synthesis 
of information; 
sources are largely 
unrelated or 
inappropriate; or 
connections across 
sources are not made.	  

Literature review 
fails to provide 
adequate synthesis of 
information; sources 
are generally 
inappropriate or 
merely listed.	  
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Criterion	   Masterful	   Skilled	   Adequate	   In development	   %	  

Research 
Skill & 

Develop-
ment of 

Argumen
t 

 

	  

Written from a point of 
view, in its thesis the 
author makes a clear, 
strong, arguable claim 
that is clearly 
articulated, synthesizes 
research, and draws 
specific conclusions 
about the current 
scholarly conversation 
related to it.	  

Written from a point 
of view, in its thesis 
the author makes a 
claim that could be 
stronger, more 
arguable, or more 
clearly articulated. 
The claim 
synthesizes research 
and draws general 
conclusions about it, 
but the body takes a 
few tangents.	  

Not written from a 
point of view. The 
author does not make 
a strong, arguable, 
clearly articulated 
claim that synthesizes 
the research. Thesis is 
not fully supported by 
evidence and/or does 
not raw specific 
conclusions.	  

Not written from a 
point of view. A 
thesis is difficult or 
impossible to 
identify or 
understand, is not 
supported by 
research,, or is 
inappropriate in 
scope and direction.	  

30	  

Evidence supports 
every claim made in 
the paper.	  

Evidence supports 
most claims made in 
the paper.	  

Evidence supports 
only some claims 
made in the paper.	  

Claims are offered 
without evidence.	  

The review 
incorporates more than 
the minimum number 
of sources required; it 
uses a variety of 
reliable resources.	  

The review 
incorporates at least 
the minimum number 
of sources required; 
it reflects the use of a 
smaller variety of 
resources, but most 
are reliable.	  

The review 
incorporates fewer 
than the minimum 
number of sources 
required; it depends 
too few types of 
resources, or uses too 
many unreliable 
sources.	  

The review 
incorporates much 
fewer than the 
minimum number of 
sources required, 
depends on one or 
two types of 
resource, or most of 
the resources used 
are unreliable.	  

Paper demonstrates an 
excellent command of 
grammar, spelling, and 
mechanics and is free 
of distracting errors.	  

Paper demonstrates a 
good command of 
grammar, spelling, 
and mechanics and 
has only a few 
distracting errors.	  

Paper demonstrates a 
fair command of 
grammar, spelling, 
and mechanics, but 
has consistent patterns 
of error that should be 
addressed.	  

Paper has serious and 
consistent patterns of 
error in grammar, 
spelling, and 
mechanics that must 
be addressed.	  

Writing 
Skill	  

Writing style is clear 
and concise; sentence 
structure is varied; tone 
is consistent and 
appropriately 
professional/scholarly.	  

Writing style is 
generally clear and 
concise, but could 
benefit from further 
revision. Sentence 
structure can be more 
varied. Tone is 
consistent and 
scholarly.	  

Writing style is 
generally 
understandable but 
wordy or under-
explained.  Sentence 
structure is noticeably 
repetitive. Tone is 
uneven or too 
conversational.	  

Writing style is very 
hard to understand in 
most of the text. 
Tone is uneven, 
inappropriate, 
excessively 
conversational, or 
unprofessional.	  

15	  
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Criterion	   Masterful	   Skilled	   Adequate	   In development	   %	  

Word use is 
appropriate and 
accurate.	  

Word use is 
generally appropriate 
and accurate. May 
have a few misused 
words.	  

There are frequent, 
noticeable errors or 
inappropriate uses of 
words.	  

There are frequent, 
noticeable errors or 
inappropriate uses of 
words.	  

Paper has been 
thoroughly proofread 
with no errors.	  

Paper has only minor 
proofreading errors.	  

Paper has major 
proofreading errors.	  

Paper has major 
proofreading errors. 	  

Reference list and in-
text citations follow 
APA format.	  

Reference list and in-
text citations follow 
APA format, but 
there are a few minor 
errors.	  

Reference list and in-
text citations follow 
APA format, but 
many minor errors	  

Reference list and in-
text citations do not 
follow APA format.	  

Citations 
& 

Referen-
ces	  

Reference list provides 
bibliographic 
information for every 
source mentioned in 
the paper.  	  

Reference list 
provides 
bibliographic 
information for 
almost every source 
mentioned in the 
paper. 	  

Reference list is 
missing bibliographic 
information for some 
sources mentioned in 
the paper.  	  

Reference list is 
missing 
bibliographic 
information for many 
sources mentioned in 
the paper.  	  

10	  

In-text citations clearly 
and accurately identify 
every author whose 
ideas are referred to, 
discussed, 
summarized, 
paraphrased, or quoted.	  

In-text citations 
identify every author 
whose ideas are 
referred to, 
discussed, 
summarized, 
paraphrased, or 
quoted.  	  

In-text citations are 
present, but many are 
unclear, misplaced, or 
missing.	  

In-text citations are 
generally 
inconsistent, unclear, 
misplaced, or 
missing.	  

Title page and any 
section headings 
follow APA format.	  

Title page and any 
section headings 
follow APA format, 
but have some errors.	  

Title page and any 
section headings do 
not follow APA 
format, or have many 
obvious errors.	  

Title page is missing 
or lacks key elements 
of APA style. Any 
section headings 
used do not follow 
APA format.	  

APA 
Style	  

An abstract of 100-150 
words summarizes key 
elements.	  

The abstract is 
slightly shorter or 
longer than 
recommended.  	  

The abstract is much 
shorter or longer than 
recommended.  	  

The abstract is 
missing or does not 
mention the three 
key elements.	  

5	  

Total	   	   	   	   	   100	  


